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Who:

Grade level:  juniors and seniors in high school

Subject: English

Course:  English Communications

Instructional Objectives:

As a result of reading Feed and participating in class activities, students will:

1. engage in active reading strategies

2. engage in the writing process for writing assignments

3. acquire questions to ask to question media

4. learn persuasive techniques advertisers use

Rationale:

English Communications is a course for students who are not strong students of English.  Many students who take the course are an Individual Education Plan or a 504 for English/language related learning difficulties/differences.  Students who successfully complete English Communications earn one-half English credit.  English Communications is designed to engage students in examining various means of communication: how they communicate and who communicates to them.  

Feed deals with many issues central to the course:  how people communicate with one another, how corporations communicate with us and for what purpose, and the role consumerism plays in everyday life.  I chose to include Feed in English Communications because it is a high-interest book that most students will find accessible, thus giving us an entry point into discussing the above stated issues.  Due to the ability of students in the class, the reading of the novel is moderately paced.  

Relevant Vermont Framework of Standards 

Communication Standards

1.1 Reading Strategies

1.3 Reading Comprehension

1.5 Writing Dimensions

1.6 Writing Conventions

1.7 Responses to Literature

Arts, Language, and Literature Standards

5.13 Responding to Literature
5.14 Responding to Media

Personal Development Standards
3.7 Making Decisions: Informed Decisions
Knowledge, Skills, and Attitudes

Students will learn to analyze print advertisements.  Students will consider the role of media in the novel and their own lives.  Students will consider how much media is necessary or appropriate both within the context of the novel and their own lives. 

Sequence of Activities:

Day #1:  The day before starting the novel

To prepare for reading Feed by M.T. Anderson, students will be asked to determine what kinds of media they consume and how much media they consume.  For homework, students (and the teacher) will complete a media log (see Attachment A) to track how much media they consume.  This will be checked for completion next class.

Day #2:  Starting the Novel

Students (and the teacher) will share the results of the media log.  Did media usage overlap?  Were students using more than one medium at a time?  Students will be asked to look for trends and asked if anything about their individual results or the group results surprised them.  Do they think their results would be similar to or different from their friends?

Students will then be told that they will be reading Feed by M.T. Anderson, where the topic of media consumption plays an important role.  Students will be asked to keep thinking about how much media they consume while they are reading the novel.  Students will be assigned one of the following questions/topics to listen for and take notes on as they read Part One:

1. Slang words used by Titus and his friends:  What are they?  What might they mean?  Do these words have modern equivalents?

2. Titus and Violet:  What are the character traits of each?  How do they fit in with the group of kids?  How would you describe each?

3. Setting:  Where and when does the novel take place?  What is the world in the novel like?

After students have been assigned a question/topic for Part One, the teacher will begin reading Part One aloud.  Students may stop the teacher if they have a question.  The teacher will continue to read until five minutes before the end of class, at which time students will be asked the following question and to respond to in a class whip around:  State your favorite or most used medium and tell one positive about it and one negative about it.

Homework:  finish reading Feed, Part One and continue to take notes on your assigned question/ topic

Day #3:  Part One

Students will share their notes for the question/topic they followed in Part One.  Students who tracked the slang used in the novel will each write one or two words (depending on the number of students) on the board along with what they think the word(s) mean, and modern equivalents, if any.  Then students will share what they wrote on the board with the class.  The teacher will include any words important to students’ understanding of the novel that may not have been covered.  Students who tracked Titus and Violet will verbally share the character traits they identified for each while the teacher writes this information on the board.  Students will also share how they see Titus and Violet fitting in with the group of kids in the novel.  Students who were listening for the setting will share their findings with the class.  They will be asked to describe the world of the novel with specific examples to support their observations.

Students will then engage in a class discussion on the following questions and topics regarding Part One:

1. Lesions:  What are they?  How do the characters react to them?  Would you want to have a lesion?  Why or why  not?

2. p. 31 (read aloud):  Why are the kids buying?  What’s their motivation? 

3. p. 37 to the end (read aloud):  What happened here?  Why were the kids saying, “We enter a time of calamity”?  What does it mean when the police tell the kids, “We’re going to have to shut you off”?

Students will respond to the following questions in their notebooks.  They will share their answers with the class:  What is the feed?  Who has one?  What is the purpose of the feed?  The teacher should allow five minutes (more if needed) for students to answer the questions.  Students may volunteer to share their writing or the teacher may call on students to encourage all students to participate.

Students will then be asked if they need anything from Part One clarified or explained before moving on to Part Two.  

Before students start reading Part Two, students will be asked to choose two of the following topics/questions to pay attention to while reading.  Students will “sticky note” pages in the book that relate to their two topics/questions.

1. How does Titus react to his feed being shut off?  How does he communicate without it?

2. Look at Titus’ interaction with his father.  How do they communicate?  What do they talk about?  

3. How do Titus’ father and the parents of the other kids act while on the moon?  How would you feel if these were your parents?

4. How does Titus and Violet’s relationship develop?

After students have chosen their two topics/questions and told the teacher what they’ll be looking for, the teacher will begin reading Part One aloud.  Students may stop the teacher if they have a question.  The teacher will continue to read until ten minutes before the end of class.  Students will be asked to do a quick write in which they write about a time they were sick or injured and had to stay home or were in the hospital.  Prompt questions:  What was the situation?  How did it make you feel?  Students may share responses if they wish.  Students will turn in their quick write before they leave class.

Homework:  finish reading Part Two and “sticky noting”

Day #4: Part Two

Students will pick one of the topics/questions they sticky noted to write a paragraph for (see Attachment B).  Students will cite and briefly discuss the pages they sticky noted for each question/topic they tracked.  The teacher will compile a list of page numbers on the board for students.  Students will then choose which question/topic they’ll write their paragraph on.  Students will be given the next 20 minutes to write a topic sentence for their paragraph and begin outlining their paragraph.  At the end of 20 minutes, each student will read his/her topic sentence aloud so that other students can hear them (and maybe get ideas) and the teacher can guide students’ wording, etc.  Students will complete their outlines (if they are not already complete) and write their paragraph for homework.

Students will then engage in a class discussion on the following questions and topics regarding Part Two:

1. Titus seems surprised that Violet can write.  What does this tell us about the world where the novel takes place?  Do you think Titus can write?

2. Refer to page 47.  Titus says people are “supersmart” in his world.  From what you’ve read so far, is that true or not?

3. Refer to pages 62 – 63 (teacher will read parts aloud).  What are Titus and Violet looking at here?  What is the significance of Violet saying, “You’re the only one of them that uses metaphor”?  What does this show us about Violet?  Titus?

4. Look back in your class notebook to see what you wrote about the feed last class.  What would you add to or delete from that explanation?  

5. Look at page 48, the beginning of paragraph 2.  This is how Titus describes the feed.  Do we have similar technology?  

6. Who does the feed appear to benefit?

7. From what we’ve read thus far, would you want a feed?  Why or why not?  What are the advantages of the feed?  What are the disadvantages of the feed?

Activate students’ prior knowledge about the Garden of Eden.  Make a list of facts/details students can provide on the board.  (Be prepared to explain the Garden of Eden in case no one has heard of it.  Maybe even have a copy of the first three chapters of Genesis handy.)  Then ask students to think about and respond to:  If Anderson is alluding to the Garden of Eden with his title for Part Two of the text, what does this suggest about Titus’ time in the hospital without the feed?  Is “Eden” a commentary on this section of the novel or foreshadowing what’s to come?

Students will make one prediction about either Titus and Violet’s relationship or what life will be like once the kids return to earth.  The teacher will list student responses on an overhead transparency so student predictions can be revisited next class.

Homework:  complete paragraph outline (if needed) and write the paragraph.  Both the outline and paragraph are due next class.

Day #5:  Beginning Part Three

Students will take out their outlines and paragraphs.  Students will read their topic sentence aloud and relate one example they used from the novel to support their topic sentence.  Students will then staple together and turn in their work.

Students will turn to page 60 in the novel.  What store is the author making fun of with “Weatherbee & Crotch”?  Why might the author have changed the name of Abercrombie & Fitch to Weatherbee & Crotch?  The teacher will put up images from Abercrombie & Fitch ads (or the web site, whichever is available) to examine using questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 from the Questioning Media sheet (see Attachment C).

After discussion of the Abercrombie & Fitch ad/web site, the teacher will tell students they will look at one ad at the beginning or end of every class while reading the rest of Feed.  For next class, students will need to bring in a print advertisement from a magazine or newspaper they, their parents, a sibling, or a friend reads.

Students will get out their class notebooks and free write in response to the following prompt:  Write about your idea of a perfect world.  What would it look like?  Who would be there?  What would you do for fun?  Work?  Would there be rules or laws?  Why or why not?  What would they be?  Include anything else about your world that is not covered with these prompt questions.

Students will have five to ten minutes to write.  Then students will share their responses.  

The teacher will ask if anyone knows the term for a perfect world.  If no one knows the term “utopia,” the teacher will introduce the term and explain it to students.  Students will be told Part Three of the novel is titled “Utopia,” so they should be thinking about why as they read.

The teacher will put up the overhead transparency with predictions made last class and students will review them.  Then the teacher will begin reading Part Three aloud and will continue reading until 5 minutes before the bell.  Students will share which predictions have proven true or false thus far.

Homework:  read Part Three to page 119 and bring in the print ad.

Day #6: Part Three (to page 119)

Students will take out the print advertisement they brought in and either on the back or on a sticky note write their name and the name of the magazine or newspaper from which the ad was taken.  The teacher will then select an ad to discuss and analyze using questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 from the Questioning Media sheet (see Attachment C).  The teacher will identify one persuasive technique the ad employs (see Attachment D) and teach that technique to the class.

In their class notebooks, students will write five literal questions based on the reading due for today.  Students will have five to ten minutes to write their questions.  Students will ask their favorite or best question to the class.  The teacher will call on a volunteer to answer; that student will then ask his/her favorite/best question, and so on until all students have gone or there are no more original questions left.

Students will then engage in a class discussion on the following questions and topics regarding Part Three to page 119:

1. Why is Violet excited about going to the party?  What do the kids do for fun at the party?  Is the party portrayed realistically?

2. On page 89 Titus tells Violet, “People have just gone so quick back to like before.”  What does he mean by this?  What does the comment show us about Titus?  

3. Reread pages 92 and 93 together.  Who is in Titus’ head?  If it isn’t the police, who is it?  Why are they there?

4. Violet messing with the feed:  What is Violet’s project?  Refer to and read page 97 aloud.  Why is she doing this?  What is her motivation?  Why does Violet do this?  Why not Titus or one of the other kids?  Why does Titus go along with the project?

5. How do Titus’ parents try to cheer him up after his return from the moon?  What do you think of them buying Titus a car? 

To end class, students will have 10 minutes to draw a picture of a farm.  Either a farm they know or what a typical farm looks like.  Students will turn their pictures in for use next class.

Homework: read Part Three pages 120 to 165

Day #7:  Part Three (120 to 165)

Students will begin today with “Somebody Wanted But So” (see Attachment E).  Students will have 10 minutes to complete Somebody Wanted But So and then will share their best/favorite one with the class.

Students will get back their pictures of farms they drew last class.  Students will turn to page 142 in Feed and reread the description of the farm Titus and Violet visit.  Students will discuss how this farm is different from the farms we know today and why farms in the novel might have changed.

Students will then engage in a class discussion on the following questions and topics regarding Part Three pages 120 to 165:

1. What is wrong with Violet?

2. What does Titus think of Violet’s house and Violet’s dad?  Why does he think they are weird?  How does the house and her dad differ from what Titus is used to?

3. What is the “nudging” that happens on page 151?  What’s going on here?  How do Titus and Violet’s reactions to the nudging differ?

4. Riot Gear:  What is it?  Why does it matter that the kids don’t know which riots are which?  Why would the kids buy riot gear clothes if they don’t know anything about the riots?  (List riots on the board to see what students know about them.  If students don’t know what incited the riots, have students research them.  If there is time, this could be done in class or it could be assigned for homework.)

5. Coke scam (reread pages 161-163):  Who gets taken here:  Coke or the kids?  Who benefits?

6. What stands out to you in this section of reading regarding consumerism?

Students will discuss and analyze an ad presented by the teacher using questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 from the Questioning Media sheet (see Attachment C).  The teacher will identify one persuasive technique the ad employs (see Attachment D) and teach that technique to the class.

Homework:  read Part Three pages 166 to 203 (end)

Day #8: Part Three (166 to 203)

Students will discuss and analyze an ad presented by the teacher using questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 from the Questioning Media sheet (see Attachment C).  The teacher will identify one persuasive technique the ad employs (see Attachment D) and teach that technique to the class.

Students will be broken into small groups to discuss lesions.  Students should address the following questions:  What might be causing the lesions?  Why does Calista get a fake lesion?  What is the significance of there being fake lesions?  Why does Quendy get fake lesions all over herself?  Is there something in today’s society that would be an equivalent of lesions?  Students have 10 minutes to discuss lesions in their small groups.

Students will then engage in a class discussion on the following questions and topics regarding Part Three pages 166 to 203:  

1. Where does Link come from?  Why make a point of this?  How is Link not like Abraham Lincoln?

2. Why do Violet and Titus fight after the party?  Who’s right?  

a. Look at page 169.  What kinds of conversations does Titus hate?  Why?

b. Look back to page 180.  Titus says that Violet almost agrees with the hacker (on the moon), and she agrees with him.  What did the hacker on the moon say?  Why or how does she agree with him?

3. What causes Violet’s breakdown at the end of the reading?  Read her comments about the feed on page 202.  What is she saying about the feed?  It sounds like she is talking about everyone but herself.  Is it fair for her to leave herself out?  Is she a victim of the feed as well?

Students will take out their class notebooks and look back to their idea of a perfect world and the meaning of “utopia.”  Now that they’ve read all of Part Three, students will do a five minute quick write in their class notebooks explaining why they think Anderson titled Part Three “Utopia.”  After students write, they will share their ideas.

Homework:  read Part Four pages 207 to 251

Day #9:  Part Four (207 to 251)

Students will discuss and analyze an ad presented by the teacher using questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 from the Questioning Media sheet (see Attachment C).  The teacher will identify one persuasive technique the ad employs (see Attachment D) and teach that technique to the class.

Students will be broken into small groups.  Each group will be assigned one of the following questions to discuss.  Students will need to write discussion points in their notes as they will share these with other students later in class.  Students will have 10 minutes to discuss.

1. Titles:  Notice chapter titles in this section.  To what do they refer?  The title for Part Four is Slumberland.”  Why? On page 237, Titus wants to go into “mal”?  Why?

2. Violet’s feed:  Why won’t FeedTech fix Violet’s feed?  Refer to page 247.  What does FeedTech’s decision show is most important in this society?

3. Violet lists all the things she wants to do before she dies.  What can we learn about her from her list?  On pages 216 and 217, Violet talks about everything she wants to do and experience.  She mentions that what she describes are all like the opening credits of television sitcoms.  Why might she be thinking about her life in terms of television?  What does this show about the feed’s influence on Violet?

After students have discussed, they will be put into other groups, with one member of each group having discussed a different question in the previous grouping.  Students will then share what they discussed in their first group.  Students should take notes as their group members talk. 

Students will have 15 minutes at the end of class to select what they think is an important scene from anywhere in the novel to illustrate.  On the back of their illustration, they will write why they chose the scenes they did and why they drew them as they did.  Students will share their drawings and their explanations with the class.

Homework:  read Part Four pages 252 to 300 (end)

Day #10:  Part Four (252 to 300)

Students will discuss and analyze an ad presented by the teacher using questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 from the Questioning Media sheet (see Attachment C).  The teacher will identify one persuasive technique the ad employs (see Attachment D) and teach that technique to the class.

Students will discuss the end of the novel, focusing on the following questions/topics:

1. Titus and Violet’s relationship:

a. Why does Titus delete the messages Violet sends him?

b. How does Violet’s view of their relationship differ from Titus’ view of their relationship?

c. Violet’s dad blames Titus for what has happened to Violet.  Is this fair?  Is this his fault?  Whose fault is it?

d. How does Titus’ first visit to Violet (on page 286) compare or contrast with his second visit (on page 295)?

e. How does Titus describe his relationship with Violet on page 297?  How does this sound like an ad for a movie?  (Have a few movie promos to show them the language similarity.)  Why might Titus use movie language to describe their relationship?  Do you think he knows that’s what he’s doing?

2. Consumerism:

a. Why is Titus just laying on the floor on pages 254 and 255?

b. Why does Violet say the feed is “close to winning” on page 262?

c. On page 279, why does Titus say he buys things?  Will he ever be cool?  Will he ever stop buying?

d. Titus’ dad is telling the family about whale hunting.  First, what do we learn about the environment from this?  Second, What is Titus getting a message about while his dad is talking about hunting and killing a whale?  What’s the significance of these events being juxtaposed?

e. Why does Titus endlessly order pants on pages 293-294?

Students will receive a paragraph assignment to begin in class and to complete for next class (see Attachment F).

Homework:  complete paragraph outline and write the paragraph

Day #11

Students will take out their outlines and paragraphs.  Students will read their topic sentence aloud and relate one example they used from the novel to support their topic sentence.  Students will then staple together and turn in their work.

Students will then receive their final assignment for the Feed Unit (see Attachment G).  Students will have the remainder of class to begin outlining their assignment.  Students will have the next class period to work on their assignment, which will be due the class after that (Day #13).

Homework:  complete final assignment outline (which will be checked for completion next class)

Day #12

Students have the class period to work on their final assignment.  The final assignment is due next class.

Day #13

Students will share their analysis of Feed as a piece of media.  

Criteria for Evaluating Student Learning and Products:

As students read, I’ll be able to determine from class discussions who is reading and understanding the novel and who is not.  If necessary, I will quiz students to encourage them to complete the reading.  Attached to each writing assignment is a list of what I’ll look at as I assess the writing.  When we analyze the print ads in class, I’ll be looking for students to become comfortable and proficient with the questions to analyze media.  I’ll also look for students to identify persuasive techniques to ads after they have learned them.  Though students do not complete a written analysis of an ad during this unit, that will occur later in the course.  For the final assignment of the unit, I wanted students to consider Feed as a piece of media.  I want them to take the techniques they’ve been practicing with the ads during the unit and apply them to a piece of media they should have a thorough understanding of.

My Expectation of Student Responses:

I believe that students will enjoy reading Feed.  It’s a novel aimed at their age group and about someone very similar to them.  The slang in the novel and the situations in the novel will also appeal to a high school audience.  Analyzing ads that students bring in will invest them in the activity and make the activity meaningful and relevant to their lives.  

I anticipate the writing assignments will be the most difficult aspect of the unit for students.  I’ve taught the basic writing course for several years now, so I’ve seen the challenges these students face when putting abstract ideas into a concrete form.  To assist students with this, I’ve created outlines for each writing assignment.  Drawing again on my experience in the basic writing class, when students think about and plan out their writing, the actual writing goes smoother and they produce better quality writing.  

I am curious to see what kinds of ads students bring in.  Since I will not have much preparation time for the ad component of this unit, I hope that the ads lend themselves to teaching certain persuasive techniques, and I also hope that I am able to quickly determine a persuasive technique to teach for each of the ads.  The first time teaching a novel I always learn what to do differently next time.  I have do doubt that this will be the case with Feed.  However, I am excited to try this unit with my students.  I’m excited about the topic and I think they’ll find it interesting as well.



Media Log




Name____________________________________

Attachment A


	
	Print (book, magazine, newspaper)
	Music Machine (radio, iPod, mp3, etc.)
	Film/Movie
	Television
	Cell Phone (talking and text messaging)
	Computer
	Other

	12 Midnight to 1 AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 AM – 2 AM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 AM – 3 AM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3 AM – 4 AM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 AM – 5 AM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 AM – 6 AM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 AM – 7 AM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7 AM – 8 AM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8 AM – 9 AM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9 AM – 10 AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10 AM –11 AM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11 – 12 noon


	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Print (book, magazine, newspaper)
	Music Machine (radio, iPod, mp3, etc.)
	Film/Movie
	Television
	Cell Phone (talking and text messaging)
	Computer
	Other

	12 noon to 1 PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 PM – 2 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 PM – 3 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3 PM – 4 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 PM – 5 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 PM – 6 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6 PM – 7 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7 PM – 8 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8 PM – 9 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9 PM – 10 PM


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10 PM –11 PM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11 – 12 midnight
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Somebody Wanted But So


Name ____________________________________

Attachment G

Complete the Somebody Wanted But So chart below.  Remember to use specific details from the reading when describing what the characters want, what gets in their way (but), and how the situation gets resolved (so).

	SOMEBODY
	WANTED
	BUT
	SO

	Titus


	
	
	

	Violet


	
	
	

	Your choice


	
	
	

	Your choice


	
	
	


